











CHAPTER EIGHT

CONFESSION

does not heal the memory. But deep within our being we
know there must be something more. People have told
us to take our forgiveness by faith and not to call God
a liar. Not wanting to call God a liar, we do our best to
take it by faith. But because misery and bitterness remain
in our lives, we again despair. Eventually we begin to
believe either forgiveness is only a ticket to heaven and
not meant to affect our lives now, or that we are not
worthy of the forgiving grace of God.”

If this describes you, be encouraged that you are not beyond
Christ’s reach. He will restore you if you don’t give up. Endure
your trial and refuse to allow your emotions to control you. Don’t
doubt the forgiveness available through Christ’s blood, and stop
placing such high value on emotion. The world values emotion,
but biblical forgiveness is based not only on emotion, but the
written promises of God. If God says you are forgiven, then you
are forgiven!

If you continue to struggle with memories of past sins, keep
bringing them to God for healing. Often, what stands between
you and your healing is time. I, too, have engaged in sins that
beleaguered me for years, despite mourning and confessing
them ad nauseam. For a long time, I wondered why I wasn’t
experiencing an emotional release.

In their book, Restoring the Fallen, Earl and Sally Wilson offer
this advice: “The positive impact of restoration begins when the
one being restored has confessed all sin and is no longer living in
secrecy and denial. These choices and actions clear the path for
involvement in the restoration process. I cannot overemphasize
the importance of restoration being seen as a process rather than
an event surrounding confession.”?
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The authors go on to say, “Restoration and healing are not
the same thing. To be restored is to be returned to a place of
obedience, blessing, and usefulness before God. Healing has to
do with recovering from the damage caused by sin. Restoration
is related to healing, but it may not occur on the same time
schedule, and different concerns may need to be addressed.”*

In the same way, God healed me over the process of time which
proves that the comfort-seeker will only become the comfort-
finder in God’s perfect timing.

I still have moments when I give in to my emotions. But my
overall experience with God keeps me confident and steadfast.
Your memories and guilt will fade as you continue to seek God
with all of your heart, soul, strength, and mind. And as God heals
you, he will make you more like him! So don’t allow doubt to rule
over you—it only erodes your faith in Christ’s healing power.
Hold fast to God’s promises!

THE HISTORICAL ROLE OF CONFESSION

Confession appears throughout the Bible. In the Old Testament,
God’s forgiveness was contingent upon the people’s confession
of sin. God’s continuing covenant with his chosen people
required repentance and sacrifice before restoration could be
reestablished.??

Old Testament confession was closely connected with the sacrificial
system. Because of Jesus’ once for all sacrifice, New Testament
confession minimized the daily ritual of sacrifice and focused
on verbal confession.?® This continued after the New Testament
church as well. “A concise look at the historical development of
confession shows that confession after the Apostolic Age was
public, and took into account both public and private sins.”*
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Christians in the first century were very sensitive about sin. “They
believed, as did the Jews, that the sin of one man could infect the
entire community, just as Adam had brought sin to the entire
world. Sin for the early Christians was defined as an act contrary
to the Ten Commandments. As well, sin was emphasized from a
communal point of view, judged as to whether it threatened the
safety of the group. When sin occurred, it was crucial that it be
excised as judiciously and as promptly as possible.”?

With the passage of time, however, confession became more
institutionalized, and priests and bishops were given the
authority to forgive sins?® Institutionalizing confession has
weakened its seriousness? and has resulted in considerable abuse
by clergy and nonclergy alike. “Sixteenth-century Protestants
found it necessary to protect [repentant people] from the undue
tendency of ministers to investigate hidden sins. They viewed
confession as a privilege of the troubled conscience to receive
grace and forgiveness, not a snare to make oneself vulnerable to
inquisition.”?

Because of its abuse in the Roman Catholic church, confession has
not been emphasized enough in most Protestant churches. Their
failure to teach and emphasize the necessity of confession has
left many people emotionally hurt and laden with spiritual guilt.
Consequently, their churches are filled with scarred Christians
unable to become whole? Some Christians languish in guilt
and shame because they don’t feel forgiven and they lack the
understanding or desire to confess their sins. This discipline of
confession must be resurrected to a more prominent, but proper,
place within our Protestant churches and lives.

Ironically, every mature Christian I have met believes
wholeheartedly in confession. When done correctly, confession
can be extremely beneficial for our soul and spiritual vitality.
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“Private confession to a trusted counselor, so long as it is not
required or coerced, is seen ... to have value”® because another
listener can make the confessor feel accountable, forgiven, and
released from a guilty conscience. Dietrich Bonhoeffer adds,
“Anyone who has seen the meaning of the cross for but a
moment is shocked by the godlessness of the world and by the
awesomeness of his own sins; [that person] will no longer be
shocked by the sins of his sisters and brothers in Christ.”®! The
Augsburg Confession advises Christians that the confession of sins
should be retained in all churches so the individual’s conscience
can be cleared and comforted.??

As you integrate confession into your life, you will benefit most
by focusing more on the spiritual aspects of confession than the
potential of fallout within your church. The author of Hebrews
reminds us that he wants “no one to miss the grace of God.”
Confession is worth the risk of disclosure because it provides
the sinner an avenue of grace, and allows others to be God’s
representative for forgiveness and restoration.?* Furthermore,
your act of confession may touch the heart of the listener and
may stimulate mutual confession. As Richard Foster once said,
“freedom begets freedom.”3?

Walter Koehler’s Ten Elements of Confession

1. Focalization of sin. Confession of sin needs to be specific
and concrete, not a generalization.

2. Bringing sin and guilt to the | Reliving the details of the experience.
surface.

3. Articulation on the level of | Verbalizing the sin to God or another

personal feelings. person so the confessor’s feelings are
released.
4. Admitting the seriousness of sin. Acknowledging and accepting full

responsibility for one’s guilt.

5. Recognizing the reality of God. Understanding that the sin was
committed against God, not just a

person.
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6. Exposure in the presence of
another.

Reveals the presence of God through
the listener.

7. Humility and repentance.

Necessary elements of a valid confession.

8. Accepting responsibility.

The confessor takes full responsibility
for his or her guilt.

9. Desiring forgiveness.

The guilty person seeks forgiveness,
wholeness, and freedom.

10. Willingness for a reorientation
of one’s life.

Restoration becomes a possibility by
being willing to change.

Walter J. Koehler, Counseling and Confession: The Role of
Confession and Absolution in Pastoral Counseling (St. Louis:

Concordia, 1982), 61-62.

A Sampling of Biblical Themes Involving Confession

People must confess their sins

Leviticus 5:5

We receive forgiveness through confession Psalm 32:5;1 John 1:9

Repentance: confession and turning to God Luke 15:17-18

Salvation: confession and faith

Romans 10:9-10

Election: confession and turning from | 2 Timothy 2:19

wickedness
Healing: confessing to each other James 5:16
Corporate: confession of a group or nation Daniel 9:1-11; Ezra 10:1

Family freedom: confessing generational sins Leviticus 26:40-45;

Nehemiah 9:2-3

Baptism Matthew 3:6

Fasting 1 Samuel 7:6

Restitution Numbers 5:5-7
(Endnotes)

1 Romans 10:10

2 Clement of Rome, quoted by Thomas C. Oden, Corrective Love: The Power of Communion Discipline

(St. Louis: Concordia, 1995), 55.

3 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Spiritual Care (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1985), 60.
4 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, quoted by Quentin Donoghue and Linda Shapiro, Bless Me Father, For I Have
Sinned: Catholics Speak Out About Confession (New York: Primus, 1984), 137.
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5 Earl Wilson and Sally Wilson et al., Restoring the Fallen: A Team Approach to Caring, Confronting &
Reconciling (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1997), 54.

6 Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth (San Francisco: Harper & Row,
1988), 151-52.

7 Donald J. MacNair, Restoration God’s Way (Philadelphia: Great Commission Publications, 1987), 43.

8 George William Bowman 111, The Dynamics of Confession (Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1969), 30.

9 Wilson et al, Restoring the Fallen, 55.

10 Bonhoeffer, Spiritual Care, 31.

11 Wilson et al, Restoring the Fallen, 75.

12 2 Corinthians 5:10

13 Psalm 32:1-5 (italics added)

14 James 5:16

15 Proverbs 28:14

16 Thomas C. Oden, Corrective Love: The Power of Communion Discipline (St. Louis, MO: Concordia,
1995), 55.

17 Watchman Nee, Not I But Christ (New York: Christian Fellowship Publishers, 1974), 20.

18 Walter J. Koehler, Counseling and Confession: The Role of Confession and Absolution in Pastoral
Counseling (St. Louis, MO: Concordia, 1982), 68.

19 Foster, Celebration of Discipline, 147.

20 Wilson et al, Restoring the Fallen, 49.

21 Ibid., 139.

22 Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 25.

23 Ibid., 26.

24 Charles F. Kemp, Physician of the Soul (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1947), 26, quoted by
Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 16.

25 Quentine Donoghue and Linda Shapiro, Bless Me Father, For I Have Sinned: Catholics Speak Out
About Confession (New York: Primus, 1984), 16.

26 Kemp, Physician of the Soul, 27, quoted by Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 16.

27 Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 17.

28 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, section 3.4, quoted by Thomas C. Oden, Corrective
Love, 72.

29 Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 19.

30 John T. McNeill, A History of the Cure of Souls (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1951), 216, 265-269,
quoted by Bowman, The Dynamics of Confession, 18.

31 Bonhoeffer, Spiritual Care, 62.

32 Oden, Corrective Love, 71.

33 Hebrews 12:15

34 John 20:23

35 Foster, Celebration of Discipline, 150.
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Let him who cannot be alone beware of community Let him who
is not in community beware of being alone.
- Kenneth Bod'

In every encounter we either give life or drain it. There is no neutral
exchange.
- Brennan Manning?

Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of

believers.

- Apostle Peter®
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If you were asked to name an epidemic, you would most likely
describe the outbreak of an infectious disease. But a greater
epidemic is spreading in the hearts and minds of people across
America ... and around the world: a devastating loss of true
fellowship.

“A study conducted by the National Opinion Research Center
at the University of Chicago, released in June of 2006, revealed
that Americans have less people they can confide in than past
generations. In 1985, the average American had three people in
whom to confide matters that were important to them. In 2004,
that number dropped to two. Perhaps even more striking, the
number of Americans with no close friends rose from 10 percent
in 1985 to 24.6 percent in 2004.”* These staggering figures reflect
a sick country in need of sincere fellowship with each other and
God.

Many churches recognize the importance of encouraging
fellowship between believers in light of our deteriorating society.
But finding ways to connect people with each other is only one
small aspect. To fully enjoy sincere fellowship, we must recapture
the essence and power of being in community with one another.
Fellowship goes much deeper than spending time together or
making contact with another person.

Our lives reflect many different types of relationships:
acquaintances, casual friends, close friends, family members,
and marriage partners. Each category embraces a different level
of closeness and each relationship constantly transforms into
greater intimacy or indifference. Take to heart that “the best
outcome of fellowship happens with gradual, progressive, mutual
comprehension. Fellowship is not measured in days or weeks, but
in years or even decades.”®
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Jerry and Mary White comment that “most people make five
hundred to twenty-five hundred acquaintances each year, but
have fewer than seven personal friends. Most of us make a large
number of acquaintances in such contexts as shopping, work,
and church, but we never intend to pursue them as friends. We
usually accept these people as simply passing through transient
relationships with us in the normal course of daily living.”¢

We may have too few friends because of our fear of rejection
or because we are shy. Whatever the reason, we need to create
environments that connect us with each other in a way that
promotes honesty, transparency, mutual respect, and edification.
True fellowship means more than participating in Christian social
activities. A much deeper and type of fellowship is available
within the Christian community. It’s called koinonia.

WHAT IS KOINONIA?

In his book, The Crisis of Caring, Jerry Bridges explains that
koinonia has four different meanings: participation, partnership,
sharing, and fellowship. “These various uses of koinonia convey
two related meanings: (1) to share together in the sense of joint
participation or partnership, and (2) to share with in the sense of
giving what we have to others.”” Bruce Milne adds that koinonia
“in the New Testament normally carries with it a specific
reference to the thing which is the basis and ground of mutual
association ... it implies a common participation in Christ.”®

Donald Bubna gives life and essence to this term even more
dramatically. He comments that “Koinonia is an observable
love. When it is in the church, it draws people more effectively
than any advertising ... Real koinonia is almost irresistible to
those who are looking for God and reality.”® Bubna continues by
saying, “The word koinonia in the Greek also implies a deliberate,
deep commitment. It was commonly used to refer to a business
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partnership or a marriage. The lives and fortunes of business
partners were deeply linked together. There was koinonia.
So was the enduring commitment of a man and a woman in
marriage.”?

We cannot isolate ourselves from other believers believing that
we are all alone. Paul tells us that “In Christ we who are many
from one body, and each member belongs to all the others ...
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another
above yourselves ... Share with God’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality ... Live in harmony with one another ... Live
at peace with everyone.”!!

True biblical fellowship is a remarkable gift from God that brings
immense spiritual benefits to help us know God and others better,
and allow us to be known. But this divine fellowship is not a
given—it requires time, patience, self-disclosure, and generous
amounts of mercy and grace for others. Kotnonia goes far beyond
surface relationships.

RELATIONSHIP NOT JUST AN ACTIVITY

“The deepest urge in every human heart is to be in relationship
with someone who absolutely delights in us, someone with
resources we lack who has no greater joy than giving to us,
someone who respects us enough to require us to use everything
we receive for the good of others, and because he has given it
to us, knows we have something to give. The longing to connect
defines our dignity as human beings and our destiny as image-
bearers.”!?

This truth becomes self-evident when God graciously blesses us
with a kindred friend. One of my greatest joys in life is spending
time with Vova Yevsukov, my ministry director in Ukraine. Over
the years, our relationship has grown as a result of our shared
experiences with ministry, families, and life.
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My relationship with Vova and others have helped me discover
the valuable gift of openness, transparency, and loving others
who share our common interests, passions, and experiences in
our Christian community.

Don’t feel rejected if someone opens up slower than you wish.
All of us open up at different speeds. Some need a bit more time
than you, and others may never open up at all. In situations
where a person fails to share his or her heart, it is normal to
mourn the loss of the potential relationship. But take heart—
even Jesus understood this disappointment. The night before his
crucifixion, when he most needed support and prayer from his
friends, they abandoned and denied him. The irony is that the
feeling of rejection we experience from one person can make
true fellowship even more enriching once it has been given to us
by God!

The opposite is also true. We do not need to become fearful if
people open their hearts to us sooner than expected. We must
value the rich blessing fellowship allows, as God opens hearts.
When we fail to risk becoming vulnerable, we become lonely
people enslaved by our own choices. Johannes Metz said in his
book, The Poverty of the Spirit, “If we did not risk openness, our
lives are not graced with the warm fullness of human existence.
We are left with only the shadow of our real self.”!3

Every church is filled with people who partake in wonderfully
rich fellowship experiences with other believers, and others who
languish in a personal hell of loneliness and despair. Mature
Christians understand the spiritual benefits to koinonia. The
apostle John wrote in 1 John 1:3, “We proclaim to you what we
have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ.”
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Through mutual prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit
uniting us, Christian fellowship creates a bond between us and
God—something secular clubs and organizations cannot offer.
“The ingredients of a lasting friendship are spiritual stimulation,
prayer, accountability, encouragement and affirmation, helping
and serving, having fun together, and teamwork in spiritual
battle.”!* To quote the words of a popular Michael W. Smith song,
“Friends are friends forever, if the Lord’s the Lord of them.”

ACCEPTING ALL WHO COME

Larry Crabb wrote that “Ordinary people have the power to
change other people’s love ... The power is found in connection,
that profound meeting when the truest part of one soul meets the
empty recesses in another and finds something there, when life
passes from one to the other. When that happens, the giver is left
more full than before and the receiver less terrified, eventually
eager, to experience even deeper, more mutual connection.”’®

As Christians, we are obligated to not only connect with other
people, but extend unlimited acceptance to every Christian.
As the apostle Paul wrote in Romans 15:7, we should “Accept
one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God.” This attitude of acceptance sets us apart
from the world. By accepting others with all of their faults,
we distinguish ourselves from the world, warmly drawing
others into the body of Christ with love and friendliness.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in his book, Life Together, “It is
true, of course, that what is an unspeakable gift of God for the
lonely individual is easily disregarded and trodden under foot by
those who have the gift every day. It is easily forgotten that the
fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the
Kingdom of God that any day may be taken from us.”?
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If you have been blessed with intimate fellowship, I encourage
you to leave your comfort zone and reach out to more needy
individuals. The vast majority of people in this world desperately
long for meaningful fellowship. We’re advised by the author of
Hebrews to “encourage one another daily,”!” and “not to give
up meeting together,”!® so remember to reach out to all those in
need of our care and love.

SHARING MORE THAN MEMORIES

“Flavius Josephus on two occasions refers to the life of the
community as a community sharing material goods and
prosperity.”!? This is no truer than in the early church. Early
Christians not only shared personal stories, ideas, and testimonies,
but they shared their possessions, t00.2? “Let there be no illusion
at this point. Love of this kind is supremely costly ... Love is not
a matter of words and talk but being practical and showing itself
in action (1 John 3:18) is as applicable to love for these outside
the church as to love for those within it.”*

This kind of love needs to be recaptured today. So often, people
willingly share with one another until it affects their finances,
then the dynamics completely change. Giving our finances to
another Christian is the litmus test of true biblical fellowship. We
are exhorted in Hebrews 13:16, “Do not forget to do good and to
share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

A few years ago, while visiting a large church in Washington
state, I explained the dire situation in Russia and Ukraine where
starving Christian children were passing out in churches because
they didn’t have enough food to eat. I asked the congregation to
help me reach children like these in Ukraine. No more then two
or three people offered to help me by giving a little more than
one hundred dollars.
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Unfortunately, this story is not an isolated incident. Other
missionaries around America share similar experiences. It is time
for the church to revive and give sacrificially to those less needy
than themselves. When giving is combined with true relationship,
the resulting fellowship transcends any joy that the world could
ever know, while rousing the heart of God!

In his book The Crisis of Caring, Jerry Bridges remarks that

Sharing our possessions with others should be a natural
consequence of our realization that biblical fellowship denotes
both a relationship and a partnership .. The fellowship of
sharing with those in need is more than just showing compassion
or benevolence to those in need. Even unbelievers do that. The
fellowship of sharing possessions within the body is a tangible
recognition that we are in a community relationship with one
another and that when one member of the community suffers,
we all suffer together.??

Let the church return to her roots and give sacrificially once
again. May Christ’s bride embrace and fellowship with others in
a sincere way.

FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST

We must understand that we have died and risen with Christ in
our baptism,* our hearts have been circumcised,?** we have been
grafted into God’s kingdom,* and we reign with Christ.*6 These
truths are important to know when reflecting on our eternal
relationship with God. The apostle Paul reminds us that it is God
who has called each Christian into fellowship with his Son Jesus
Christ, and with the Holy Spirit.?’

When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we align ourselves with God.
This union remains forever—but intimacy comes from spending
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time with our Lord. When we consistently pray and read our
Bible, we are brought into an intimate relationship with God that
is rich and rewarding. He speaks to us, rewards us, and answers
our prayers. He listens and responds to us.

Many sincere Christians believe that fellowship with God is a set
of principles to live by. And while God delights in our obedience,
this is only one factor in our relationship with him. He desires our
honesty and transparency as we share our joys, struggles, and
disappointments. By being centered, rooted, and built up in him,
we abide in him.?®

Hindrances to

Overcoming Hindrances

Friendship
Fear Don’t be afraid to engage the person. Keep taking
risks.
Shyness Don’t be anxious about letting people know you.
Intrusion Don’t be too pushy when attempting to build a

relationship.

Being Dominating
or Demanding

Submit, serve, and be gentle, allowing the friendship
to naturally develop.

Jealousy Instead of focusing on what your friend has, be thankful
that your friend can help you in your weaknesses.

Negativity Seek to be honest, open, and positive whenever
possible.

Unrealistic Understand that only God can meet all of your needs.

Expectations Unrealistic expectations only cause frustration and
stress in the relationship.

Criticism Be constructive and supportive in areas your friend
needs to develop. Build up the relationship through
words or actions.

Pride Avoid elevating your self-esteem at the expense of

diminishing your friend’s worth.

Reluctance to
be Open

At appropriate times, share details of your life that
will draw the person closer to you.
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Past Remember that today is a new day. Look to the future,
Disappointments not the past.
Lack of Make sure you’re dependable by fulfilling your words
Dependability and promises.
(Endnotes)

1 Kenneth Boa, That I May Know God: Pathways To Spiritual Formation (Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 1998), 87.

2 Brennan Manning, Abba’s Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging (Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1994), 169.

31 Peter 2:17

4 Janet Kornblum, “Study: 25 Percent of Americans Have No One to Confide In,” USA Today, June
23, 2006, 1A, quoted by Bill White, “American Have Less Close Friends,” PreachingToday.com, http://
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Remember that the God to whom we give is not a public charity,
but a source of inexhaustible treasure.
- Leonard Griffith'

Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
- The author of Hebrews?

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor.
Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in
heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and
no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

- Jesus of Nazareth®

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds
unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he
who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

- The book of Proverbs*
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There is a story about a man who initially knew little or nothing
about God’s ownership of everything. He may have felt as if he
was in control of his own destiny. Nevertheless, this wealthy
drilling contractor gave large financial gifts toward wvarious
ministries and causes. Unfortunately, however, his business began
losing money, and he eventually went broke. Yet throughout this
season of struggle, he learned a very important biblical principle
about giving and ownership of his resources: he came to realize
that, ultimately, he owns nothing!

The man was occasionally asked to contemplate some of his past
decisions. Curious people would ask him, “Would you like to have
some of those financial gifts back, now that you are broke?” The
premise of the question penetrated to the heart of the giver. Did
he regret giving his donations? Could his business have possibly
been saved if he had held onto his money? It seems like a simple
question, but the answer revealed the character of the man, just
as it would for each of us if we came to such a crossroad. It is a
question of the heart more than of the wallet. But surprisingly,
his answer was always the same: “No, if I had not given that
money away, I would have lost it too.”®

This businessman became broke, but he gained a rich reward for
investing in something that would never fade away. The world
became a better place because of his tithes and offerings. He
didn’t regret donating to worthy causes, and he became eternally
richer for doing so.

No one can control his or her destiny, and no one can create
anything without God’s blessing. That is a fact. But God, on the
other hand, is quite different. God created everything ex nihilo,
which is Latin for “out of nothing.” A survey of the Scriptures
unequivocally shows that “the earth is the Lorp’s, and everything
in it, the world, and all who live in it.”® He created the heavens
and earth,” our families,® our salvation and eternal security,’ our
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knowledge and understanding,'® our rest and strength,!' as well
as the ability to create and spread the wealth he gives us. As
the apostle Paul retorts, “Who has ever given to God, that God
should repay him?”!?

We are just momentary stewards living for a brief history of time
until we are called to our heavenly home. In light of eternity, our
earthly task is to partner with God in helping him reconcile people
to himself. Financial resources allow Christians to proclaim the
Good News of the Bible, piercing through the lies of the enemy
and casting the light of truth upon a deceived world. Giving is
not about money, but about our partnership with God to reach
a lost world!

Much can be understood about a person by his or her attitude
toward money and possessions. Many Christians today are
nearsighted and lack the understanding of their calling as God’s
stewards. They have lost their eternal perspective on giving. It
almost seems as if they have embraced the deceptive illusion that
they are supposed to embrace worldly models of accumulating and
hoarding, so they can enjoy the American Dream or prepare for
retirement. Because of this, many people fail to give sacrificially,
which in turn hinders God’s reign on earth. Throughout Scripture,
we are strongly warned to be on guard against greed. A sober
reminder to all of us it that a person’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.’

Jesus stated, “From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted
with much, much more will be asked.”'* If we fail in our task,
our blessing may be taken away from us.” Let us heed the words
of the apostle Paul: “Excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.”'
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A BRIEF SURVEY ON GIVING

Tithing is an Old Testament concept that we see as early as the
Genesis account of Cain and Abel'” and the story of Abraham
giving Melchizedek a tenth of his recently acquired wealth.!®
Later in Jewish history, the tithe was a requirement of the law
in which the Israelites were to give at least a tenth of everything
they earned to the tabernacle or temple and for the support of
the priesthood.’ “The priests’ tasks were to fulfill the religious
needs of the people, as well as uphold the law as recorded in
the Scriptures. They were set apart for holy work early in the
culture.”?

Douglas W. Johnson remarks in The Tithe, “The tithe in the Old
Testament is like a law to ‘cover all the bases.” People are supposed
to give a part of their earnings to ensure God’s continued favor.
A tenth is required according to the law.” Johnson goes on to say,
however, that “the spirit of giving which emphasized gratitude
seems to have been lost by this law which designates a specific
amount to be given for God’s work.”* He continues:

The spiritual message of the Old Testament is that people
have been given creation as a trust, and they are expected
to manage it for God. Whatever benefits they received from
the managing are theirs, but God expects stewards to tithe,
to give from the best ... People, in putting these expectations
in force, made them laws which were to be enforced. Soon
the spirit underlying the laws was gone, and rote acceptance
and observance became the way of life for people this much

is clear from the Old Testament.??

George Salstrand observes, “Clement of Alexanderia, who
presided over one of the most influential schools of the early
Christian era, stated in his writing entitled Stomata that the
‘Mosaic law concerning tithes was binding upon Christians.””*
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Evidence also supports that other classic Christian scholars, such
as Origen, Cyprian, Augustine, Irenaeus, and Ambrose, also
believed in tithing.*

It should be noted, however, that within the New Testament
there is no direct command for Christians to submit to the Old
Testament tithe system; and teaching about tithing a specific
percentage of one’s income is found nowhere in any of Jesus’
teachings or Paul’s writings. Perhaps neither one of them felt
that that the Old Testament mandate of tithing 10 percent or
more was an effective guide for giving.*® The Bible does speak
frequently about the dangers of money,* but the preponderance
of evidence shows that while Christians are not exempt from
giving, they should give as the Lord leads them from their heart.
The apostle Paul pronounced in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, “On the
first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum
of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when
I come no collections will have to be made.”

When people did give, the Bible is clear that God was most pleased
when they gave from their best, including the firstfruits of their
harvest, and not just the tarnished or blemished leftovers.?” I
think it would be prudent for us to apply this principle to our
giving today—meaning that without procrastination we should
give from the first of our income before paying for anything else.
But remember that there is no particular percentage of income
designated in the New Testament. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide
you in your decision-making by diligently praying to God for his
wisdom.

The apostle Paul reminds us that there is a spiritual component to
giving. He said, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.”®
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What is your attitude toward giving? Is your heart properly
aligned with God’s agenda? Or are you being just a bit selfish
with what has been given to you to use? Jesus promises us that
whatever we sacrifice on earth for Christ and his kingdom will
be given back to us in a variety of ways here on earth and in
heaven to come.” It all goes back to your heart attitude and your
faith in Jesus’ promises.

GIVING IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP

As an acknowledgement of God, we often give our money out
of our faith and obedience to God, but are you giving out of
your love for Christ? This is an important question, because I
believe we worship what we love. The world may be impressed
by large donations, but God is delighted by the faithful amount
given in love. The widow who gave her small amount wooed the
heart of God with her sacrificial giving.*® And the churches in
Macedonia overcame much adversity and poverty and gave from
their hearts with eagerness and joy.*

Take to heart 2 Corinthians 9:7-13:

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written:

“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever.”

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
made rich in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.

147



PART THREE

CORPORATE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

This service that you perform is not only supplying the
needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God
for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with
them and with everyone else.

Michael O’Hurley-Pitts expressed that stewardship entails a
generous and total self-offering of love, which flows from a spirit
of grace®® And Cecil A. Ray said, “Love motivates the believer,
and in turn, his giving must rise from this love rather than from
the compulsion of law or the fear of punishment.”®® Let love
prevail in your giving. It is an act of worship to your Savior!

DANGERS OF MONEY

God gives everyone the ability to produce wealth,3* but we are
cautioned not to trust too much in our money. Proverbs 11:28
states, “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous
will thrive like a green leaf.” Jesus gave general instructions
about the way to give,® as well as warning about the danger
of having a wrong attitude about giving, because it can erode a
person’s perilous spiritual condition.?® Two areas of danger that I
want to mention focus on false security and idolatry.

False Security

I have a Christian friend whom I have seen grow in the Lord
dramatically over the past eight years. When I first met him he
was a wealthy businessman in the computer industry. At the
height of his career he was making a million dollars annually.
Most of his salary was earned through the company’s technology
stocks that were given to him at a fraction of the cost.
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He was saving a good portion of his stock so that he could retire
early as a millionaire for the rest of his life. But almost without
notice, the stock market turned, and technology stocks across
America were dramatically dropping. The bottom completely fell
out of the market. What was supposed to be a huge retirement
nest egg was all but lost within a few months, because his stocks
never rallied back.

The Lord was working through this event to bring my friend
closer to himself. It worked. My friend is a strong Christian today.
However, the hope of saving money for his retirement was all
but gone. What he was preparing for was false security.

My friend is not alone. There are many people who are lulled
into believing all will be fine. Just ask every American who owns
a pension fund today. Many of these funds are on the brink of
collapse.

There is no sin in owning a savings account. Money acts as a
safety net in times of trouble or transition. But as an end in itself,
money will always fail us. God alone is our only source of security,
and he knows our needs even before we ask him.?" It was the
Father who allowed Jesus to feed over five thousand people from
a few fish and loaves of bread.?® The Lord also supplied manna
for Israel to eat for many years,* and he kept the oil flowing for
the widow of Zarephath to care for her needs* As with these
three scenarios, God knows what you need and he will provide
for your care at the appropriate time.

While our Lord did not call us to become holy paupers, he does
have the ability to provide for us abundantly, if he so chooses. But
more times than not, he chooses to withhold from us because he
knows wealth’s deceitfulness. All of this is to say that, whenever
possible, it is better for us to lay up treasures in heaven instead
of treasures on earth*' by giving to God’s kingdom work. How
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we give to the Lord has eternal impact, as its ramifications alter
heaven and earth forever! But to get to this point, every Christian
needs to be sober-minded and understand that the hoarding of
money is a risky investment at best.

Idolatry

Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”*
As we discussed earlier, wealth can be deceitful because of the
potential for greed that may cause destruction and deception,
and ultimately it is fleeting.*®

Striving to accumulate or hoard negatively affects most people in
the long run. Thomas Carlyle, the British historian said, “Adversity
is hard on a man, but for one man who can stand prosperity,
there are a hundred that will stand adversity. Prosperity is a test
that most people cannot pass.”*

Even before Thomas Carlyle, the great philosopher Socrates was
condemned to death for his views on money. To his judges he
gave the following speech:

| will obey God rather than you, and as long as | have breath,
I will not cease exhorting you ... Are you not ashamed of
caring so much for money and for reputation and for honor?
Will you not think about wisdom and truth and how to make
your soul better2 | shall reproach you for indifference to
what is most valuable and prizing what is unimportant. |
shall do this to everyone | meet, young or old, for this is
God’s command to me ... O men of Athens, of what are
you thinking, that you give all your time to the getting and
spreading of money, while you neglect your own children to
whom you must leave it all some day2*®
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Ron Blue, a successful financial investor, author, and speaker
describes the wealth paradox that many people struggle with in
life. In Generous Living, he mentions that many people assume
that with the accumulation of money comes financial freedom
from fear and greater satisfaction in having more money. But just
the opposite happens. The accumulation of wealth complicates
life, and a close relationship with God may be even more difficult
to maintain. Ironically, the amassing of wealth usually brings a
new fear of trying not to lose it.*

In line with Blue’s beliefs, Matthew Herper of Forbes magazine
discovered through his research that money doesn’t buy
happiness. It was revealed that the relationship between money
and happiness is pretty small, accounting for only about 1 percent
of the happiness reported by people answering surveys.*” It is an
idol that cannot deliver on its promise at all.

Russian author, Leo Tolstoy, went to the extreme of saying,
“Money is a new form of slavery, and distinguishable from the
old simply by the fact that it is impersonal—that there is no
human relation between master and slave.”*® Perhaps he has a
point. If the accumulation of wealth becomes our primary focus
in life, then it has become an idol that enslaves us, as we want
more prosperity and freedom but instead fall into a pit of despair.
Keep your eyes fixed upon Jesus and help him reach the lost
with your resources. Giving to worthy causes from your heart
will break any slavery, bondage, or tendency toward making
money an idol.

THE JOY OF GIVING

One of the pleasures I have, as a minister, is to see the joy
people receive when they give with an open heart. I take my
ministry seriously because of the great sacrifices people make
in partnering with us. But I also see many people lose blessings
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because of their failure to invest deeper in life. It is ironic how
often I hear people say, “I have no money to give to the ministry.”
But within a short period of time they are basking in the sun at
an oceanfront property somewhere in the world. Again, there is
nothing wrong with relaxation and having a vacation, but I am
led to believe by some people that greater joy is found on a beach
than in giving. Is this true?

Leslie B. Flynn, in his book Your God and Your Gold, mentions
that “the joy of acquisition is momentary and minute compared to
the delights of sharing. Satisfaction comes less from income than
from outflow.”*® As Cecil Ray says, “Giving becomes more than a
response to the economic needs of the church. Such an experience
leads the believer to see himself in an exciting partnership with
his Lord in a worldwide redemption enterprise.”®® And everything
we give to the poor will be seen as a wonderful memorial offering
before the Lord, our God.”!

Some people try to fill the hole in their heart by always striving
for a new high, whether by going on vacations, buying new
clothes, etc. But the only lasting peace comes from giving, not
getting. The paradox is that God challenges us on this matter
of giving. Through the prophet Malachi, God said, “Bring the
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this,” says the Lorp Almighty, ‘and see if I will
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that you will not have room enough for it.””??

If God so chooses, he can fill you with his love, joy, peace, and
greater financial blessing. There is no limit to how much God can
bless you. But first we must align ourselves spiritually. We must
have a kingdom mindset. And we need to give from our hearts.
Then we can take joy in knowing that our effort and sacrifice is
touching a life for Christ somewhere in the world.
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Lost souls are being saved, Christians are maturing, and people
are receiving spiritual healing everywhere! It is a joy to see.
But it starts with our partnership with God. This is a spiritual
discipline because we must always fight our flesh and the enemy
on this battlefront. Our only chance of hope is to abide in Christ
and always keep a spirit of giving before us!

A Sampling of Biblical Texts about Money and Giving

The world and everything in it belongs to God. Psalm 24:1

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever | Ecclesiastes 5:10
loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.

We cannot serve both God and money. Matthew 6:19, 24

Whatever we do for the person in need, we do for | Matthew 25:40
Christ.

The woes of accumulating money. Luke 6:24-26

We must be ready and willing to give up our financial | Acts 2:45
resources at a moment’s notice.

No one in the church should have unmet needs. Acts 4:32-37

If we hold too tightly to what we possess, Satan can | Acts 5:3
fill our hearts.

God will judge our lives based on the good or bad | 2 Corinthians 5:10
things we’ve done.

God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
People who want to get rich fall into temptation. 1 Timothy 6:9
The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 1 Timothy 6:10

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be | Hebrews 13:5
content with what you have.
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WORSHIP

Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.
- Jesus of Nazareth'

To be a Christian is to be a worshiper.
- John MacArthur?

Another reason Christians keep returning to worship is that it
nurtures our need to be in relationship with God.
- Eugene Peterson®

The worst moment for the atheist is when he is really thankful and

has no one to thank.
- G. K. Chesterton*
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I was relaxing at home one Sunday afternoon when I felt an
uncontrollable urge to drive to the mountains on the spur of the
moment. I had this conviction that I was supposed to drive to
the mountains and worship God in the great outdoors. Without
hesitation I ran for my car keys, jumped into my car, and began
my journey. I had no idea where I was going or what I was
supposed to do once I arrived at my destination. I just knew that
I was supposed to go because God was calling me.

Since dusk was approaching and the remaining sunlight was
quickly dissipating, I found a park in the foothills just outside
of Denver. I knelt before God for an extended period of time. I
praised him, sang to him, interceded for others, and poured out
the longings of my heart. The time went by quickly, but nothing
spectacular happened to me in that park. Afterwards, I felt a
mixed feeling of peace and joy combined with a nagging feeling
of incompleteness and longing in my heart. I traveled all this
way, but I still had this nagging desire to engage the Living God
of the universe. Knowing that I could do nothing more to move
God closer to me, I got in my car and headed home.

As I began driving, the Lord implanted Psalm 42 in my mind. I
had no recollection of what this psalm entailed. But like a cymbal
constantly banging in the background, the thought wouldn’t
depart from my mind: Read Psalm 42.

As I came around a bend, I saw a most magnificent sight. A herd
of deer grazed peacefully in an open field as the late-day rays
of the sun shone upon them. I immediately stopped my car on
the side of the road in order to delight in the moment. It was an
absolutely beautiful scene. For a brief moment in time, all seemed
perfect in the world. These deer had no worries or earthly cares;
they were just enjoying themselves. I felt blessed to be there at
that time. When the moment had passed, I picked up my Bible
and read Psalm 42. And to my surprise and pleasure, it read:
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As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants
for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When can | go and meet with God2 My tears have been my
food day and night, while men say to me all day long, “Where
is your God2” These things | remember as | pour out my soul:
how | used to go with the multitude, leading the procession
to the house of God, with shouts of joy and thanksgiving
among the festive throng. Why are you downcast, O my
soul2 Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God,
for | will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. My soul is
downcast within me; therefore | will remember you ...

That evening I encountered God. He had a message for me: “Put
your hope in God.” We are all created to worship God, praise
him, and delight in his continual goodness. All Christians are part
of his family, and he longs for each of us to press into his heart.
When we choose to do so, he delights in giving us experiences
such as the one that I encountered.

Unfortunately, I have discovered that many people have not
encountered God in a long while. They desperately want revival
for their soul as they yearn for their Creator. As St. Augustine
said many centuries ago, “Our hearts are restless until we find
rest in God.”” But our worship, paradoxically, is a response to
God’s initiation. He is the one who moves from behind the veil
of heaven and interacts with us. Until we experience God, we
remain restless, always longing to be filled with our Creator.

Jesus promised us that he is the Living Water that can satisfy
our every desire.’ But does it seem like this Living Water is
somewhat elusive to the average believer and rarely discovered
by the casual seeker? I often find myself thirsty soon after the
Savior has quenched my thirst. Perhaps you have had similar
experiences. How do we remain spiritually satisfied? I believe we
need to refocus our efforts when worshiping God.
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R. C. Sproul remarked, “Many [people] have accumulated a
storehouse of theological knowledge, yet their hearts remain
sterile and cold. History is replete with evidence of scholars
who distinguished themselves with erudition used in the cause
of unbelief. A creed cannot save anyone. It is with the heart
that we believe unto salvation. A necessary element of saving
faith is affection for Christ. A lot of knowledge with no love
is worthless. A little knowledge coupled with greater affection
is far preferable.”” Douglas Horton adds, “No proof of God is
a substitute for God; and to one to whom God has been made
known the disproof of him is as empty as the interior of zero.”®

To be revived and refreshed, we need to reevaluate our present
condition and our view of worship, and we need to realize that no
formula whatsoever will bring God closer to the worshiper. Many
struggles remain for many Christians because of the belief that
“we should be satisfied rather than God glorified in our worship.
When this happens, we put God below ourselves as though he
had been made for us rather than we had been made for him.”’

Only God can pierce through the longing of the heart, as each
of us seeks him with all sincerity and truth. King David aptly
told his son Solomon, “Acknowledge the God of your father, and
serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind,
for the LorD searches every heart and understands every motive
behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you” (1
Chronicles 28:9; italics added). We also must embrace this truth
if we want to come closer to our Lord Jesus.

DEFINING WORSHIP

The English word worship simply means “worth-ship.” We
worship God because he is worthy. This self-evident truth is seen
in many Scriptures, including Revelation 4:9-11, in which the
twenty-four elders in heaven constantly say, “You are worthy,
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our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power.” And
concerning Christ Jesus, Revelation 5:11-12 reveals a glimpse of
heaven, as the apostle John reports:

Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures
and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb,
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and praise!”

Here are just two examples where the Father and the Son are
receiving worship. Only God should receive all honor and glory in
heaven and on earth. We aren’t worthy of worship, of course, and
certainly the idols that we make are not worthy of our affections.
But it seems as if we spend an inordinate amount of time and
energy on things that have no eternal value whatsoever. What
people worship is a good indication of what is really valuable to
them. Only God is worthy of our worship! Isn’t it obvious why I
often become dry? I am not worshiping appropriately!

There are four Hebrews words that can be translated as “worship,”
but the one used most often is shachah, which means “to bow
down, to do homage.” The Bible first refers to it in Genesis 18:2,
in which Abraham bowed down to the three visitors, one of
whom, he later discovered, was the Lord himself.

The primary Greek word for worship is proskuneo, which literally
means “to kiss toward.” It conveys the idea of showing reverence
or showing obedience to someone!® or to God.!! Another key word
is latreuo, which essentially means “to serve or to minister.”
Examples are seen in Matthew 4:10, Hebrews 9:9 and 14, and
Revelation 22:3. And lastly, there is the word leitourgos, which
means “a priestly ministry.” This is where we get our English
word liturgy, in reference to worship services.
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When we consider all of these words as an expression of worship
within both Testaments, we discover that the term “worship”
includes both attitudes and actions. It is both a subjective event
and an objective action. True worship balances the mind, the
emotions, and the will of the individual, which leads to an
obedient spirit that glorifies God.

Evelyn Underhill defined worship as “the total adoring response
of man to the one Eternal God, self-revealed in time.”!? Robert N.
Schaper describes worship as “the expression of a relationship in
which God the Father reveals himself and his love in Christ, and
by his Holy Spirit administers grace, to which we respond in faith,
gratitude, and obedience.”’® And William Temple, archbishop of
Caterbury from 1942—-1944, wrote:

Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the
quickening of conscience by his holiness; the nourishment
of mind with his truth; the purifying of imagination by his
beauty; the opening of the heart to his love; the surrender
of will to his purposeand all of this gathered up in adoration,
the most selfless emotion of which our nature is capable and
therefore the chief remedy for [self-centeredness] ... ™

RECOVERING WORSHIP

Not too many years ago, Francis Schaeffer feared that much of
evangelicalism “was being reduced to only two central values,
personal peace and affluence.”’® Looking upon the landscape of
Western Christianity, perhaps his fears have been fulfilled in
many Christian circles. I continually struggle with the concept
of the market-driven church that has penetrated much of the
Christian culture. Believers need to stop idolizing the number of
worshipers and performance with perfection, and refocus their
affections toward their Maker. Whenever the Christian fails to
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worship God in spirit and truth, he or she is retracting from God
what he rightly deserves from us—and that person loses a grand
opportunity to honor and glorify God.

Everywhere I look and travel, I see churches attempting to be
creative in worship but ending up being spiritually lethargic
because they worship God with improper motives. The driving
focus is often upon people more than upon worshiping God. As
Alistair Begg warns, “We are drifting toward a religion which
consciously or unconsciously has its eye on humanity rather than
on deity.”!® Warren Wiersbe says, “Worshiping God with a wrong
motive can be as deadening as worshiping a false god with a sincere
motive. Both are wrong, but certainly the enlightened Christian
faces a greater judgment than the sincere pagan does. After all,
we know the God we worship!”!” To realign ourselves, we must
seek to make God our primary focus in life and worship.

What kind of worship does God call for? Because people have
different temperaments and are attracted to different styles of
worship, I am not very concerned about style. Whatever style
of worship that is chosen must underscore the fact that the
worshiper must give himself or herself wholly to God, without
any manipulation toward a selfish end. Always keep God at the
core of every decision made about worship, and the possibility
of God showing up to the believer or at church increases
dramatically. Martin Luther gave testimony to the fact that “at
home, in my own house, there is no warmth or vigor in me, but
in the church when the multitude is gathered together, a fire
is kindled in my heart and it breaks its way through.”'®* Why is
this? Luther’s heart was properly focused on the Lord during his
worship time.

Take heed, because recent research has revealed that, for a large
section of the church, the art of worship has been lost or has been
replaced with a program of songs to please the audience.!® For
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some people, “The traditional church feels like a museum, the
contemporary church like a stadium, and both can seem intent
on manipulating Christian symbols in favor of the audience.”?’ Be
cautious that you don’t fall into either one of these two extremes
through any fleshy manipulation.

The wise Christian will understand that the style of worship is
secondary to the real problem at hand. Meaningless or misaligned
worship has to do with the misguided heart of the believer.
Fallen people find transparency, vulnerability, and intimacy in
the presence of a holy and righteous God to be very difficult.
Every person chooses either to submit to God, and become a
selfless worshiper, or to engage in an exercise that at its core is
really self-seeking.

For true worship to happen, Christians need to worship God in
spirit and truth, which includes “a humble, sincere love that
comes from the depth and center of our soul”? Subjectively,
we worship God “in spirit”; but objectively, we worship God
“in truth,” which is in accordance with the truths expressed
in Scripture. If we fail to worship God with both of these
elements, most likely we will have improperly worshipped God.
If we attempt to worship in a perfunctory manner, then God
is relegated to second place in our minds,?® and our outward
attempts at worship are hypocritical and empty.® The important
thing is that we keep the right balance of worshiping God in
spirit and truth without adding any other selfish motives.

There is no reason why the sincere Christian cannot enjoy a
wonderful worship experience with our Lord. Of course, there
are times when we don’t feel like worshiping God. “If we waited
to worship when we felt like it, there would be precious little
worship that went on. Feelings are important in many areas, but
completely unreliable in matters of faith.”*
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One way the world can see a distinct difference between
themselves and us is when we rend our hearts, recapture the
essence of worship, and recover a sense of awe and wonder in the
majesty of God. Let us expectantly come near to God with the
belief that he will revive and refresh us with a newfound sense
of amazement, surprise, wonder, and awe. “Wonder is not cheap
amusement that brings a smile to your face. It is an encounter
with reality, with God, which brings awe to your heart. You're
overwhelmed with an emotion that is a mixture of gratitude,
adoration, reverence, fear—and love. You're not looking for
explanations; you’re lost in the wonder of God.”*

If we worship God with pure motives and sincerity of heart,
he will reward us for our earnestness.?* Oftentimes, however,
“Well-meaning Christians agonize whether or not they are
really worshiping ... We sometimes believe that we have really
worshiped only when we feel joy, sense the presence of God,
or are moved to a greater level of affection or action. While we
cannot deny that these are good and desirable effects of worship,
we must not use them to measure worship.”?’

I never felt anything during my worship time in the mountains.
But during other times of worship in my life I have experienced
the presence of the Holy Spirit. Again, we must remember that
worship is God-centered, not self-centered. When we practice
this basic understanding of worship, the Lord will surprise us in
many new ways—as he chooses!

A Sampling of Scriptures about Worship

Moses asked God to show him his glory. Exodus 33:15-18

Sing praise to God among the nations. Psalm 18:49

The Lord speaks to and protects those who trust in him. | Psalm 25:14-15

Seek to dwell in God’s house, find him in his temple, and | Psalm 27:4

always gaze upon his beauty.
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Ascribe to God the glory due his name. Worship him in | Psalm 29:2
the splendor of his holiness.

All nations will come and worship before God and bring | Psalm 86:9;
glory to his name. Revelation 15:4

Let us bow down and worship the Lord our Maker. Psalm 95:6

Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy | Psalm 99:9
mountain.

Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with | Psalm 100:2
joyful songs.

Lift your eyes to the throne of heaven. Psalm 123:1

Some people honor God with their lips, but their hearts | Isaiah 29:13
are far from him. They worship God with rules taught
by men.

Jesus said to worship and serve God only. Matthew 4:10;
Luke 4:8

The true worshiper will worship the Father in spirit and | John 4:23-24
truth.

Continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise by the fruit | Hebrews 13:15
of our lips.
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